practice. The inv:aluable method of Tripp & MacKay does not figure under the investigation of the mineralization of bone, nor are the neurolipidoses mentioned among the indications for rectal biopsy. The chapter on renal biopsies includes no reference to immunofluorescence or the immunoperoxidase technique.
It is to be hoped that the authors will have the opportunity of bringing this text uniformly up to the level of its better sections, for it could then become a most useful book. G The urgency of the problem of explosive world population, on which existing contraception methods have had little impact, is the basic premise from which the authors begin. More methods, they believe, are needed, acceptable to particular groups of people, and to this end they have examined the possibilities for human applications in the short term rather than speculate on long-term developments. They admit to selective citation of literature, to support their personal, sometimes unorthodox points of view, but this seems in no way to detract from the value of their book, which is undoubtedly an impressive review of biochemical aspects of reproductive physiology with indications of what they believe to be fruitful possibilities for contraceptive research. As the manuscript was originally written in 1972, some of the material is necessarily out of date. However, an appendix reviewing relevant research up to the beginning of 1974 helps to rectify this.
In the introductory chapter the existing steroid contraceptives, their mode of action and their disadvantages are surveyed. Next -follows a chapter on the regulation of human reproductive processes, after which chemical, pharmacological and delivery systems approaches for improvement are considered. The final two chapters are devoted to a detailed examination of the physiology of sperms and ova and of the possibilities for the development of new contraceptive products acting by selective interference at critical points in the physiology of the gametes. The biochemically motivated research worker in the field of fertility control will find this book of major interest. This is an exceptionally attractive book which will prove obligatory reading for medical students and immunologists taking examinations in the subject. It is also highly recommended to clinicians trying to master the elements of this rapidly expanding science. It covers most of the important areas in modern immunology in a mere 350 pages which is a feat of brevity and compactness. Being based on a teaching course, it is suitably didactic for beginners, yet many chapters are written by active workers in specialized fields and their contributions are suitable for sophisticated scientists in adjacent areas of research. The editors are to be congratulated in the way they have unified the lay-out in contributions written by different authors. Each topic is introduced gently by a short preamble which smooths out what follows. The material is presented in terse short paragraphs, so that the reader does not feel bogged down by the jargon which unfortunately threatens to overcome modern immunology. There is even a glossary for terms that have acquired specialized meanings. The chapters dealing with theoretical and experimental subjects are particularly good while the clinical aspects are rather skimped. The book has many good diagrams and electron micrographs. Altogether, it is a worthy companion to the classic text Roitt's 'Essential Immunology' and possession of these two small reasonably priced volumes should prove an excellent investment. (2) to present sequential pictures of the varied techniques employed by surgeons of international repute; and (3) to provide a series of drawings depicting lessons in surgical anatomy. No mention will be made of cardiac surgery, ophthalmology or otolaryngology. It is estimated that ten years will be necessary to supply a comprehensive coverage of the fundamental operations which general surgeons may be called upon to perform. Each yearly volume will contain four quarterly sections, each of which will be concerned with the descriptions of three or four operations by six to twelve contributors, and ably supported by the art editor. In this first issue the operations of cholecystectomy, operative cholangiography, and parotidectomy have been assigned to eight surgeons all of whom have given accounts of the techniques they employ. Their contributions have been superbly illuminated by the drawings of Frank Robinson and his assistants. The first step in cholecystectomy is the dissection of Calot's triangle in order to expose and isolate the vital structures in this area. After division of the cystic artery the cystic duct is straightened and cholangiograms are performed. If the cholangiograms do not display any distension of the bile ducts, abnormalities or stones, the cystic duct is ligated and divided. The gall bladder is then removed from above downward or from below upward. It makes no difference which procedure is adopted, provided the cystic artery and the cystic duct are isolated, ligated and divided before the gall bladder is dissected out of its fossa in the liver.
The four operations of parotidectomy are excellent and call for special mention. Dr Behars stresses the importance of isolating the main trunk of the facial nerve during the initial steps of the operation, while Dr Hanna favours the less popular method of early identification of the peripheral branches of this nerve before partial or total excision of the gland.
In my opinion this atlas will prove invaluable to surgical residents, postgraduates and surgeons attached to teaching and general hospitals. It should be allotted a prominent place in the libraries of the surgical societies, clinics and large surgical institutions, at home and abroad. This is a succinctly written interesting volume consisting of four chapters on gastric surgery. It is based on the practice at the Annual Surgical Forum conducted by the graduate surgeons of the Los Angeles County Hospital where a small group of experts are each asked in turn to read a paper, and the others then follow with their comments. The idea is to produce at the end of the day a balanced account of each subject. Sir Rodney Smith has attempted to capture the flavour of this meeting and has succeeded admirably. Professor du Plessis opens with a good review on the etiology of gastric and duodenal ulceration; comments by Cowley, Wellbourn, Johnson and Gillespie follow. Professor Gillespie discusses the selection of operations for gastric and duodenal ulcer, and du Plessis and Johnson comment on this. The third chapter is by Professor Johnson on the metabolic consequences of peptic ulcer surgery; this is further dissected by du Plessis, Gillespie and Wellbourn. The last chapter is by J I Burn nd R B Wellbourn, on cancer of the stomach; comments come from du Plessis, Gillespie and Johnson. This is an excellent book and should be read by all surgeons. Although it is impossible to portray fully the cut and thrust of a clinical meeting, nevertheless it goes far towards achieving this. IAN 
MCCOLL
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